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Organic Handler Fee Information

The following information describes all of the fees associated with applying for organic handler
certification.  It also describes other fees that might be incurred during the certification and inspection
process.  Please note that not all fees may apply to your operation.

Organic Certification Fees

1. Certification and Application Fees
NOTE:  These fees must be included with the application when it is submitted.

New Applicants
• Application Fee – The application fee for a new applicant is $300.
• Additional Fees for New Applicants - Please submit an estimate of the current calendar year’s

gross sales of organic food.  After the review of your application is complete, you will be provided
with a Cost Estimate of your 2004 certification fees.  See the fee schedule on your Operator
Agreement for information on fees.

Renewal Applicants
• Application Fee - Application fees are based on the previous calendar year’s gross sales of organic

food. Please reference the fee schedule found on the application for the fee category to determine
your appropriate fee. 

• Late Fee - Renewal applications that are postmarked after March 1st of each year must pay a $75
late fee in addition to the application fee.

Producers who handle products from other organic producers
Producers that distribute or pack organic food products for other organic farmers are considered
Producer/Handlers and must obtain organic handler certification.  Producer/Handlers pay certification
fees under the Handler fee schedule for the value of organic products that come from other growers.
They also pay certification fees under the Producer fee schedule for organic products that they grow.
Please contact our office if you are unsure if you qualify as a Producer/Handler.

Additional Fees

NOTE:  You will be billed for the additional fees outlined below, as they pertain to you, after your
application is submitted to the Organic Food Program.

1. European Organic Certification Program (EOVP)
Applicants who export products to the European Union may request to be inspected to European
standards.  The fee for this additional program is $200.  Please see the enclosed European Organic
Verification Program Application Packet for further details.  

2. Export Documents
Applicants who export products to Europe, Japan, or elsewhere may need a certificate of inspection or
other related export document.  All export documents are $40 each.

3. Out of State Inspection Fee
Applicants that are located out of Washington State are charged an inspection fee at the rate of $40 per
hour plus transportation costs.

Washington State Department of Agriculture
Organic Food Program

(360) 902-1805
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4. Additional Inspection Fees
The current fee schedule provides for one inspection each year within the state of Washington.  If
additional inspections are required to determine compliance with the National Organic Standards or are
requested to verify compliance with foreign market requirements, an additional inspection fee at the rate
of $40 per hour plus transportation costs will be charged.

Refunds
A request for a refund may be submitted to the Organic Food Program at any time during the certification
process; however, refunds will only be issued based on the following parameters.  All requests for
refunds must be received in writing.

Non-refundable Fees
1. Late Fee of $75.  This fee applies to all renewal applications that are postmarked after March 1.
2. Inspection Fee of $40 per hour and travel costs.  This fee applies to all out-of-state applicants and to

applicants within Washington State who request or whom the WSDA Organic Food Program deems it
is necessary to conduct inspections in addition to the annual organic food inspection.

3. Export Documentation Fees of $40 per export document issued.  Any documents issued to enable
the export of organic food products are non-refundable.

New Applicants
Prior to inspection:
The Certification fees are refundable.

After inspection:
All fees are non-refundable.

Renewal Applicants
Prior to Inspection:
All fees may be refunded except a $200 administrative fee and any assessments for the current years
sales of organic food products.

After inspection:
All fees are non-refundable.

If renewal applicant is requesting a refund due to withdrawal from the Organic Food Program, the
following items must be submitted:
1. A written request to withdraw from the organic program.
2. The original Organic Certificate.
3. The current calendar year’s sales of organic foods.

Credit
If you do not specifically request a refund in writing of overpaid fees, your account will be credited.  Any
money owed to you will be applied to future costs associated with your organic certification.
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